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Ash Wednesday Service, 2 

From Dan’s Desk 

 Our Miss ion  

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for  
the transformation of the world. 

 Our Vis ion  

To become a faith community where all are welcomed,  
lives  transformed, risk-taking ministry is encouraged,  

and servant-hood is a way of life. 

 Our Journey  

Invitational Discipleship  Relational Discipleship  

Instructional Discipleship  Service Discipleship 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World 

It’s 
All 
About 
The 
Journey 

In giving freedom to the slave, we assure freedom to the free - honorable alike in what we give and what we 
preserve. We shall nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth.                          --Abraham Lincoln 

The definition of human trafficking is two-fold: 
 

Debt bondage:  people sold into slavery to 
pay for debts but who can never repay the 
debt through work because of exorbitant 
fees & high interest rates on their loans. 
 

Sexual slavery: people sold into slavery in 
brothels and prostitution rings.  

 

Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest 
growing criminal industry worldwide valued at 
over $35 billion per year.  That value is greater than 
Starbucks, Nike and Google combined. 
 

· 80% of trafficking victims are women and girls 
· The average age of entry into prostitution or sex-

ual exploitation is 12 years old. 
· 50% of trafficking victims are children 
· In one month, 90 American-born children - 

mostly little girls - will be stolen from their fami-
lies and sold into the human sex slave industry. 

There are an estimated 200,000 people living in 
slavery in the United States - 27 million worldwide.  
That is twice the number of slaves there were at the 
height of the slave trade in the 1850’s. 
 

On any given night, more than 950 people live 
homeless on the streets of Dayton; 12,000 in the 
State of Ohio.  This is the fishing pool from which 
many of those forced into slavery are taken. 
 

In worship on February 12, we will encounter and 
unpack the words of Jesus found in Matthew 25:40 
- “Whatever you did for one the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  
What  Jesus expects us to understand is that we, as 
followers of Him, must reach beyond ourselves to 
win the lost and set the oppressed free.  Yes, there 
are those who are metaphorically oppressed and 
enslaved but, as you can see from the human traf-
ficking statistics above, there are those who are ac-
tually, physically oppressed and enslaved.  How 
can we as individuals and as a congregation make a 
difference?                                  (Continued on Page 3) 
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TCUMC Cook Book Corrections 

My PEANUT BUTTER FUDGE RECIPE has an error. The amount of 
sugar is 2 cups not 2/3 cup. Sorry for any inconvenience.--Georgia Heisey 
 

On Page 193 - DATE BALLS - The amount of margarine is 1/4 lb not 1 lb. 
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SAVE THE DATE  
The Ohio State University Men's Glee Club will be giving a concert at 
Troy's First United Methodist Church on Sunday, March 4, at 2:30 P.M. 
Admission is free with a free will offering. In addition, Dave Pinkerton 
is asking for assistance with housing these young men on Saturday 
night, March 3. If you have an extra bed or two, see Dave or give him a 
call at 667-2318. Your help will be greatly appreciated.  
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From Dan’s Desk (Continued from Page 1) 

Our focus this year will be on taking our faith out-
ward and meeting the needs God presents to us.  
Are you equipped and ready for the challenge?  
Here is what He is calling each person to be about: 
 

Have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and 
begin the journey from knowing about God to be-
coming a fully committed follower of Christ. 

 

Exchange your cultural worldview for a Christian 
worldview through learning opportunities, personal 
spiritual disciplines, and accountable spiritual rela-
tionships.  This doesn’t happen by osmosis, and 
being a long time church-goer is no guarantee that 
a person is living from a Christian worldview.  
This exchange takes intentionality on the part of 
each individual. 

 

Seek to be transformed from who you are into the 
person God created you to be by surrendering fully 
to Him.  As you are transformed, He will lead you 

forward toward your God-assignment…and it will 
be the most exciting adventure of your life! 
 

Meeting the needs of those outside the walls of our 
church in meaningful, life-changing ways is not 
easy or for the faint of heart.  We offer opportuni-
ties to exchange your worldview and equip your-
selves.  It’s up to you to decide if you are ready to 
move out of your comfort zone and face God’s 
challenge or stay safe.  Pope John Paul II said, 
“Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but 
in having the right to do what we ought.”   The 
choice is yours. 
 

On the journey with you, 

 
Dan 
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SPRING CLEANING TIME IS COMING! 
…And that means GARAGE SALE!  The GARAGE 
SALE to be held in the Great Hall will be the same 
weekend as the all city garage sale, May  3, 4, 5.  You 
may bring in items starting the beginning of the week 
and put them in the Wesley Room.  People will be 
needed to help sort and mark the items starting Mon-
day, April 30.  Items not accepted are computers, TVs, 
some exercise equipment, clothes.  There will be a 
truck for large items that need to be transported. 

All the money from the sale will be for the Grass Roots 
Orphanage in Tarime, Tanzania, Africa.  This is one of 
the international missions TCUMC helps support.   
Please let me know that you can help with the garage 
sale in some way or watch the bulletin board in the 
Gathering Area for the sign-up sheet. 
 

Judy Riesser, 667-2318 
judyriesser@gmail.com 

Guatemala Mission 2012 
February 4 - 11  

Team Members :  Pastor Dan & Kathy Glover, Renee 
Mote, Karl & Becky Peura, and Todd Tesch along with 
others from Greenville EUM. 
 

On behalf of the team, let me (Renee) thank the body of 
TCUMC for sending us as your representatives to Gua-
temala City to work with Potter’s House.  You all have 
made it possible to go with financial contributions, en-
couragement and leadership from the staff.  As we build 
homes, install stoves, and provide food and prayer for a 
few families, we pray that God will be changing the 
lives the Guatemalan families and ourselves.  We will 
share some highlights of the week at the Ash Wednes-
day service, February 22. 
 

Please pray with us and for us during the week.  This is 
my prayer.  
 

Heavenly Father, 
You are our Creator, all powerful and knowing.  You 
sent your son Jesus to show us who You are and how 
much You love us.  And now we have the opportunity 

to be your ambassadors.  As we talk and work together 
with the poor in Guatemala City, may your love and 
hope shine through us.  You are able to overcome all 
language and cultural obstacles, so we ask for your help 
in communicating.   
 

Be with our team as we work and live together in a for-
eign land.  May our experience of Christian community 
be a catalyst for transformation that will bring lasting 
impact in our homes and church.  Help us to learn from 
those we meet at Potter’s House and in the community.  
 

Protect us from food, water and insect borne ill-
ness.  Keep us safe as we travel and labor.  And be with 
our families, may their week be problem free while we 
are separated for this short time. 
 

Thank you God for your presence in our lives.  Through 
your power in us, you are able to accomplish more than 
we can imagine. We commit this week to you, to your 
glory and kingdom! 
Amen 

Attendance: January 2012 
  9:00  10:30 
 1 N/A  174 
 8 166  137 
 15 159  130  
 22 135  125 
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                  February 2012 Children’s Ministry Update 
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know         
that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does. Ephesians 6:7-8   

(Continued on Page 6 ) 
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Activity Galore   

� �Is there a saying about January coming in like a 
cheetah out of a fire? If there isn’t, there should be 
one! Because that is how we began 2012.  Our first 
Sunday of 2012 was a record setter. We set atten-
dance records in every single children’s ministry. 
IPraise had 31 children, KIDROCK had 55, and the 
nursery had 12! To top it off this also was the Sun-
day that we were breaking in six new servants, open-
ing a new room, and starting a new class. Welcome 
to Children’s Ministry. Kind of like a cheetah out of 
a fire! Whirl- wind would be an understatement! 
  Rock Solid, the new class for middle school stu-
dents had 4, its first Sunday, and then followed that 
up with 8 the following Sunday!  Jennifer Hegyi’s 
son, who is in the class, told his mom to not be dis-
appointed if she did not have many kids in class.  I 
don’t know, but I kind of think 8 is a great start. It 
won’t be long and there will be 20! 
     Just to make sure we were not resting on our lau-
rels the 2nd Sunday of the year we had 49 in 
KIDROCK, and could have easily been over 55 with 
the regulars who were sick. 
     I know many of you pray for children’s ministries 
and we really appreciate it! I also know many of you 
do not have the time to come on up on Sunday morn-
ings to see what is going on. So let me attempt to 
describe what is going on up here. You’d better strap 
in because this ride is going wild and fast! 
 

8:30 -- team meets in the KIDROCK room to  
  pray. 
8:45 -- teachers and helpers go to their rooms.  
  Teachers greet the children at their class  
  room door. Helpers talk with the children  
  about their week. 
  Chasm, our praise band, practices getting  
  ready for iPraise 
  Large group team gets ready for the children. 
  Children begin checking in at check-in 
  station 

9:00 --  small groups start. 
  Band and large group team continue prepar 
  ing  
9:15 -- Children are brought into large group. Band  
  rocks them out  with an IPraise praise song. 
  Opening prayer and then two more iPraise 
  Songs! Large group leaders lead the children 
  in games, skits, videos and a lesson. Great  
  fun is had by all. 
9:45 -- Children are dismissed to small group rooms, 
  where lesson is followed up in a more indi 
  vidual fashion. 
  Chasm begins practicing for KIDROCK. 
10:00 --Parents pick up children from iPraise. Chil- 
  dren who stay for KIDROCK are taken to the 
  new between service gathering room. In this 
  room two servants lead the children in fun 
  and games. The Pre-school children have  
  their own room in which to color and play. 
10:15 --Check-in begins. The check-in station is hop-
  ping from 10:15 - 10:35.  
  Jack tries to get out in the hallway to greet. 
10:30 --Children are escorted into the KIDROCK  
  room.This includes 5 year olds through 8th  
  Grade.  
  Opening prayer and Chasm begins playing. 
  Usually 3 songs with scripture or testimony 
  between songs. 
10:45 --Middle school children are dismissed to  
  Rock Solid class. 
11:30 --Check-out begins. Children and parents 
   depart down back hallway. 
 

All in all it is a very busy and active three hours plus 
each Sunday morning. When I started here I often 
spoke to my team about the ministry growing.    
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December Children’s Ministry Update (Continued from Page 5) 

I have continued to plan for growth and try and 
stay one step ahead of the growth cycle. The really 
exciting thing is now other people in Children’s 
Ministry are talking about what to do when we 
have 80 or 100 children.  God’s vision for this 
church is taking hold in the hearts and the minds of 
His people and nothing is more exciting than 
watching Him do it! 
 

Upward 
I know the words exist in the English language to 
describe what our Upward leadership has done, but 
I just don’t think the words do them justice. Excel-
lent! Fantastic! Team work! Dedication! Commit-
ment! Perseverant!  I could goon and on about 
what this team has done. Please, when you see 
them in the hallway or in service thank them for 
the job they have done! Once again, because of 
their dedication and commitment our church will 
have the opportunity to share Christ and fun with 
over 240 children!   
League Director: Bob Collins 
Cheer Director: Suzanne Collins 
Admin: Janet Bowling 
Coaches/Referees: Matt Tarzinski/Daryl Bowling 
Advertising: Jennifer Runyon 
Halftime: Laurie Tesch 
Prayer Team: Judy Riesser 

Refreshments: Matt Tarzinski/Daryl Bowling 
Greeters: Liz Miller 
Set Up/Tear Down: Matt Tarzinski/Daryl Bowling 
Data Entry: Jean Calladine 
 

Well done good and faithful servants! 
 

Security 
Starting in January every children’s ministry ser-
vant will be wearing a orange name badge.  Our 
servants have been instructed to ask anyone who is 
past the bathrooms in our hallway if they need help 
finding something. This is a very good thing!  This 
is being done for the security of our precious chil-
dren. The more we grow the more we don’t know 
everyone upstairs.  
     We also will be closing the door in the north-
west stairway on the second floor. The door will be 
locked denying access to the children’s area. This 
also is being done or security reasons. You will be 
able to exit via that door; you just will not be able 
to enter the children’s wing from that stairwell. 
 We also have added a water cooler to our hall-
way.  We did this to keep children in the children’s 
ministry area. 
 

God Bless, 
Jack Spoerner 
937-667-2318 

TCUMC 2011 Financial Report 
As a church family, we accomplished so much 
last year!  From a financial standpoint, we 
funded many ministries, paid all of our appor-
tionments, allocated $10,000 to the trustee capital 
fund, and covered some one-time expenses (such 
as a new computer server).  We still emerged on 

strong financial footing, carrying over $34,356 to 
the 2012 GMF (last year we carried over 
$33,020).  We thank God for the blessings He 
has shown us, and certainly for the generosity of 
our church family. 

Full Year 2011 Budget Preliminary 

Income $566,046 $584,271 

Spending $566,046 $582,935 
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       Main Street Preschool 

(Continued on Page 8 ) 

REGISTRATION FOR 2012-2013 started in Janu-
ary.  After the first week, we were 60% filled!   An 
additional day is added to the afternoon class next 
year.  The Curious Cubs will meet Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.  Co-teachers Lori 
Jans and Melissa Tarzinski will lead the children 
in activities appropriate for their ages while incor-
porating group activities with multi-age teaching 
in mind.  Call us or the church office if you or 
someone you know would like more information.   
Visit www.mainstreetpreschool.com. 
 
An OPEN HOUSE was held January 29 for the 
public to meet the teachers and visit the class-
rooms, the art studio/kitchen, and Great Hall.  Art-
work and projects are displayed throughout the 
preschool all year long so the students, parents and 
visitors can enjoy the talent of our children. 
 
January’s lack of snow didn’t keep the teachers 
from reading books about snow and snowmen and 
mittens.  A few highlights:  The Acorns & Cubs 
observed changes in the Play Garden after a snow-
fall and recorded the differences, developing skills 
of attention and detail that are important for kin-
dergarten.  The Cubs worked in a small group one 
week in the block area, building various ramps for 
toy cars to go down, which created a lesson in 
physics.  The Acorns mixed cookie dough for gin-
gerbread cookies, using math and science skills as 
they worked, while discovering the differences in 
appearance and smell of the different spices that 
were used.  The Tots enjoyed “Main Street Mar-
ket,” a grocery store that the children love role-

playing in and basketball in the Great Hall, while 
we continue to help them strengthen fine motor 
skills with play dough in the studio.  The Bees 
painted snowy paintings and walked around the 
school, looking for signs that the season had 
changed in the Play Garden.  The Stars continued 
work on the alphabet and are learning their ad-
dresses and phone numbers, as well as an emer-
gency phone number.   Bible songs were sung with 
Mr. Jack on Thursdays and bible stories were 
learned on the Fridays through story, activity and 
play. 
 
A school-wide art project is LIDS, LIDS AND 
MORE LIDS.  The children have been collecting 
all sizes and colors of lids since the beginning of 
the school year and will be creating a wall mural 
for the studio/kitchen during the winter and spring.  
The classes have been sorting the lids by size and 
by color to enhance the important skills of obser-
vation and classifying.  The teachers decided to 
use the Play Garden as a place to start brainstorm-
ing mural ideas with their classes.  Drawing, paint-
ing and adding lids for texture will take many 
weeks to complete.  It will be unveiled at our Art 
Gallery in May.   
 
Main Street Preschool’s SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
helps families who may need some financial assis-
tance for a time period.  All this is possible be-
cause of the generosity of so many of you who 
have faithfully given to this Fund.  Thank you so 
much !  Our ultimate goal is to be self-sustaining.  
A one-time offering or a monthly contribution is 
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Main Street Preschool (Continued from Page 7) 

�

appreciated whenever possible.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact Suzanne Collins, Director, at 
669-4707.   
 

KROGER STORES Reward Program continues to 
help our preschool.   Having cash on a Kroger card is 
a handy way to pay for your food and gas while sup-
porting Main Street Preschool.  Keep using and reus-

ing your cards!!  Those who haven’t purchased cards 
yet can do so for $5/card.  You have $5 on the card 
and you can add more money at any time.  Main 
Street receives 4% of total purchases each month for 
our program.  Call or visit the Preschool Office or let 
the church office know how many cards you would 
like.       
 

Wednesday Night Dinner FUNDRAISERS 
Served from 5 - 6:30 pm 

Come out and support UPWARD BASKETBALL MINISTRY Feb . 8th 
Come out and support the STUDENT MINISTRY Feb. 15 

�SHOES FOR THE SHOELESS  

Beginning Sunday, Feb. 5th the Student Ministry will 
be collecting kid size “gym” shoes and socks for the 
faith based organization “Shoes4theshoeless”. The 
purpose of this ministry is to go into local schools 
and provide shoes for kids in need. The Student Min-

istry will accept donations on Sunday mornings, as 
well as on Feb. 15th, when the students will be serv-
ing Wednesday Night Dinner. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Eli Walters at 667-2318. 
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PAUSE 4  PRAYER  

The Epistle Page  9 

Do you ever wonder, “WHY make room for 
Prayer?”  Well Matthew 21:13 tells us because 
God says, “My house will be a house of prayer.” 
Jesus has been resurrected; he conquered sin, Sa-
tan and the grave.  The disciple’s hearts were over-
joyed when they encountered Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus, and we get to experience that same feel-
ing of overflowing joy when we are praying. 
 

In Acts 1:14 we read “They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and his brothers” 
I know that churches are very busy places.  But 
wouldn’t it be awesome if one night instead of 
having the board meeting, small group study, choir 
practice or whatever you are coming to church for, 
that we would take an hour just for prayer instead.  
We would all be in one accord just as they were in 
Acts 2:1 and 5:12. 
 

The Holy Spirit must work inside our church be-
fore we can evangelize within our community and 
into other areas.  The Holy Spirit works in prepar-
ing people for the message and salvation.  Ways 
the Holy Spirit works in our churches: 
· The Holy Spirit imparts compassion, he over-

comes our coldness of heart, and he moves us to 
build a relationship with a lost person so they 
will know Christ. 

· The Holy Spirit calls us to repentance; lists the 
sins of the church and the sins of your city. 
Chronicles 7:14 ….if my people, who are called 
by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven and will for-
give their sin and will heal their land. 

· The Holy Spirit guides our outreach and gives 
us the message for our community, John 15:26-
27….Jesus said, “When the Counselor comes, 

whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he 
will testify about me, but you also must testify.”  
The Spirit leads those in the church who are 
ready to tell to those who are ready to hear. 

· The Spirit empowers Christians for witness.  
Acts 1:8…But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

· The Holy Spirit grants laborers for the harvest.  
Matt. 9:37-38 

· The Holy Spirit will give us resourceful ideas to 
the church’s outreach...  We need to pray for 
new ways to reach our city for you. 

· The Spirit adds life to existing ministries in the 
church.  All ministries of our church affect its 
outreach to the city. We need to pray for the 
worship, the music, the preaching, the invita-
tion, the offering, all small groups, and youth 
ministry. 

· The Spirit will give unity and a vision for har-
vest.  We must pray for the church in our com-
munity and get rid of the evil and reach our cit-
ies for Christ.  John 17:23 

 

Corporate prayer can empower the church to be 
effective in leading people to Christ. PRAYER IS 
ESSENTIAL.  We must forget about our differ-
ences and lay those before the Lord and ask for his 
Spirit to bind us together in love. Then, we will 
have the power to live out God’s plan. 

 

Is this church open for anyone to come in for 
prayer -- member, nonmember, or strangers? We 
have a prayer room, Let’s start using it more and 
more for God’s glory and His Kingdom on earth 
as in heaven! 
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To My Dear Friends at TCUMC, 
          How does one begin to thank all the dear folks and gentle people who have encouraged & supported 
my decision to enter Troy Rehab & Care to allow some one else to care for my needs now. I suspect the 
best way is to just say it, so, “Thank You”! I invite you to drop by for a visit so that I may be aware of 
what I’ve missed at the church since leaving. Ann, God bless you and everyone with all the love you can 
handle. Sincerely,                                                                                                                  --Juanita Slorp 

Tipp City United Methodist Church, 
          Needy Basket deeply appreciates your January 11, 2012 contribution of $261.90 in support of our 
efforts to assist the needy families of Southern Miami County. Your support is greatly needed, especially 
now, with need being greater than ever. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.  
                                                                               --Gerald R. Wyen, Treasurer, for Jim Sommer Chairman  

To all TCUMC Hospitality Helpers and Bread Bakers, 
          Thank you for your loyal service in year 2011. You created a pleasant environment in the gather-
ing area with your smiles and delicious food. God bless you and this Ministry. Best wishes for 2012. 
          ROMANS 12-13 . . . When God’s people are in need, be ready to help. Always be eager to practice 
hospitality.                                                                                                                           --Georgia Heisey 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the cards, calls, visits, the beautiful prayer shawl but most of all your continuous 
prayers throughout my surgery and recuperation.  When someone would say they were surprised at how 
well I was walking or how straight my legs were behind my new knees I would smile and say "I know and 
I know why."  It is such a blessing to know others are praying for you by name and to watch a healing take 
place before your own eyes. I can't thank you enough. Yours in Christ                              --Rhonda  Hixson 

Bass Bell Ringer Needed 

The bell choir needs a bass bell ringer for a short period of time. Is there anyone who would like to 
be trained on the "big ones?" Give Dave a call at 335-4501.  
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South Third and Main St. in Tipp City.  The 
phone number is 667-2318.  Visit our web site at 
www.tippcityumc.org  Visitors are welcome. 
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To activate the prayer chain please call:  
 Judy Papanek 667-2318 
 Church Office 667-2318 
e-mail:  eprayer2him@woh.rr.com  

ARE YOU feeling overwhelmed?...  
Maybe you're grieving? ... or ill? ... 
Or disabled?... or new to the area?... 
Or maybe you're homebound? ...or 
lonely?... or in a spiritual crisis? 
STEPHEN MINISTERS are avail-

able for you ...In Christ, to provide one-on-one 
same gender care and share and pray with you... 
Consider allowing a Stephen Minister to walk with 
you for a season... 
Please call 667-2318 for a confidential discussion 
with the Stephen Ministry Referral Coordinator. 
Tipp City UMC STEPHEN MINISTRY...in Jesus, 
God has given us the ministry of  reconciliation  
(2 Corinthians 5:18b) 
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Traditional Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Contemporary Worship 10:30 a.m.  

Child Care Provided 
 (Infants to 5 years) 

8:45 a.m. to 
11:45 a.m. 

Adult, Students & Children’s 
Sunday School  

9:00 a.m. &  
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Schedule  

Please turn in articles for the March 1st  
Epistle to the church office Epistle mailbox  
before February 24.  Articles may also be sent  
e-mail to tcumcepistle@aol.com Thank you. 
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CDR Radio  90.3 FM  The Path 
WFCJ Radio 93.7 FM The Sounds 

of God’s Love 
WGNZ Radio 1110 AM Southern 

Gospel 
WQRP Radio 89.5 FM Food for 

the Soul 
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